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„The Economies of the Commons II 
conference critically examines the economics 
of on-line public domain and open access 
cultural resources, also known as the digital 
commons.“ 

(Conference Abstract)
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Open Access Science

The number of open access journals is 
increasing by one thousand each year.
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Commons
GNU GPL

0 is the freedom to run the program for any purpose.

1 is the freedom to study the source code and 
change it to do what you wish.

2 is the freedom to help your neighbour, that's the 
freedom to make copies and distribute them to 
others.

3 is the freedom to help your community, that's the 
freedom to publish or distribute modified versions. 
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„Paying the Costs of Making Things Free. “
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„Universal access to all the world‘s 
information is technologically possible now; 
the missing piece is the legal infrastructure 
that will provide the incentives to make such 
access economically viable.“ 

(Hal R. Varian, in Communications of the 
ACM, October 2005)

Samstag, 13. November 2010



„Paying the Costs of Making Things Free. “

=> Private copying 
exception (1965)
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„Paying the Costs of Making Things Free. “

=> Private copying 
exception (1965)

=> ???
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KR: 32,878 warnings, 31 disconnects

FR: Start of HADOPI

EU: Gallo Report

US: COICA (Combating Online Infringement 
and Counterfeits Act)

US: Domain Seizures

Globally: ACTA

DPI (Deep Packet Inspection)

Paying the costs
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Paying the costs
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The Sharing Licence
A legal permission for online sharing of 
published copyright protected works, for 
personal non-commercial purposes, subject 
to a collectively managed levy.
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The Sharing Licence
1. ends the war on sharing

2. brings freedom of re-distribution for all 
works

3. brings money to authors

4. the online- and authors-only CS unionizes 
authors

5. a new social contract between authors and 
audiences
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The Sharing Licence
Collecting?

From broadband Internet user by ISPs.

Samstag, 13. November 2010



The Sharing Licence
How much?

3 R$ x (12 mio fixed + ca. 20 mio mobile 
broadband connections  x 12 months = 
792 mio R$
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The Sharing Licence
Measuring Popularity?

1. A representative panel of households 
(Nielsen, GfK)

2. Voluntarily installed plug-ins for clients 
(Audioscrobbler, Genius)

3. Monitoring file-sharing networks from 
within (BigChampagne)
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The Sharing Licence
Collecting society?

A highly automated, transparent, efficient, 
online- and authors-only collecting society, 
internally democratic and externally under 
public oversight.
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The Sharing Licence
Free Culture?
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Social Contract on 
Culture

• individual market transactions

• indirect market transactions via advertising

• public culture funding

• public broadcast fees

• prizes

• voluntary pre-payments (Kickstarter) 

• voluntary post-payments (Flattr)
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Social Contract on 
Culture

How is non-proportional funding allocated?

• editorial decisions

• curatorial decisions by experts

• collective decisions by authors and audiences 
(CS)

• competition
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Compartilhamento legal, já!
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http://www.compartilhamentolegal.org/

ralf.grassmuck@usp.br

http://vgrass.de

Thank you!
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